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Unceasing Prayer 


Pray when you rise in the morning 
That God will bless your day! 


Pray at the busy noontime, 


For guidance on your way. 


Pray as the darkness deepens, 


W hen work and care are 0 er 
Pray with your mind and spirit, 


Pray always, evermore. 


---Author Unknown 


Day of Prayer 


January 1 has been called as a national day of prayer by the General Council of the Assemblies of God 
in the Pentecostal Evangel of December 4, 1943; and 


Also called by the President of the United States, as. published in recent newspapers. 


When a nation will pray and her leaders call for and realize the value of prayer, and honor God Who 
has so favored this nation and her allies in spite of sin, we can expect God to fight for us. May the 
result not only be a decisive defeat of the Axis, but.a mighty spiritual awakening and the spread of 


revivals through this nation and to the ends of the earth. 


\f 
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A DIGEST OF CURRENT EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF PROPHECY 
BY ALBERT J. LEBECK 


Anti-Delinquency Campaign 

Vice and crime are for sale in this 
country and children are buying it. 
The result is a rise in juvenile de- 
linquency to such a height that it casts 
its shadow across the Capitol dome. 
Uncle Sam himself has become alarmed. 
Within a short time the Federal Gov- 
ernment of the United States will 
launch a nationwide campaign aimed at 
halting the growth and eliminating the 
worst causes of this national disease. 
The educational drive against juvenile 
delinquency will be made with sheet 
posters, full-page newspaper and mag- 
azine advertisements, car cards, radio 


and editorial publicity.—Pathfinder. 


War Casualties Lower 


During nineteen months of World 
War I the Germans killed 53,407 Amer- 
icans, or 34,000 per year. During the 
first eighteen months of World War II 
the Japanese, the Germans, and the 
Italians together killed 16,566 Ameri- 
cans or 11,000 per year. 


Theology In Jerusalem 


In the midst of the bitter fighting in 
the Middle East some 300 British offi- 
cers and men are taking courses con- 
ducted by chaplains to prepare them 
for the Church of England ministry after 
the war. Courses are being conducted 
in St. George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem 
and are designed to give candidates an 
idea of what their work will be when 
they are ready for holy orders. The men 
give up normal leave periods to attend 
Jectures, visit the holy places, and spend 
some time in meditation and study. 


General George C. Marshall 

General Marshall, Chief of Staff of 
the U.S. Army, has made some te- 
markable statements. 

In a dispatch which he sent to Gen- 
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower, when 
Eisenhower was about to leave for 
North Africa, he said; “You and your 
command sail with the hopes and pray- 
ers of America. For many months you 
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have planned, trained and conditioned 
yourselves for the great task which is 
just ahead of you. God speed your suc- 
cess!” 

To a certain chaplain, General Mar- 
shall said, “I am deeply concerned as to 
the type of chaplain we get into the 
Army, for I look upon the spiritual life 
of a soldier as even more important than 
his physical equipment.” 

On another occasion he said: “It is 
morale—and I mean spiritual morale— 
which wins the victory in the ultimate, 
and that type of morale can only come 
out of the religious nature of a soldier 
who knows God and who has the spirit 
of religious fervor in his soul.” 

In praying for rulers and “for all that 
are in authority,” let us not forget our 
military and naval leaders.—Evangel. 


Devil-Dogs’ Bibles 

U. S. Marines, the so-called “devil 
dogs,” show a marked preference for the 
Bible as favorite reading matter, accord- 
ing to Mrs. Howard D. Williams, a vol- 
unteer supervisor at the Traveler’s Aid 
Service Lounge in Grand Central Sta- 
tion, New York City. The tougher and 
more hard-boiled their surface appear- 
ance, she added, the more likely service 
men are to want Testaments, and to take 
them without the slightest self-conscious- 
ness. Marines lead soldiers and sailors 
in the number of takes every week. 


At the Sicilian Invasion 

On the night when the invasion 
armada set sail for Sicily General Eisen- 
hower went to the top of a hill overlook- 
ing the Malta harbor. There he stood 
with a small group of his staff. In the 
light of a full moon, he watched those 
three thousand ships lift anchor and 
sail out into the low mists; he watched 
the airplanes lift into the skies; he could 
even hear the sound of the engines on 
the sea and in the sky. At that moment, 
evidently moved deeply, he suddenly 
lifted himself to rigid military carriage 
and attention, raised his hand to a 
formal salute, stood that way for a few 


solemn seconds, then dropped his hand 
and bowed his head in a short, silent 
prayer. According to a reporter who 
was there, the General turned to one of 
his aides and, as if feeling it was neces- 
sary to explain his mood, said: “There 
comes a time when you have done all 
you can possibly do; when you have 
used your brains, your training, your 
technical skill, and the die is cast, and 
events are in the hands of God—and 
there you have to put them.” 


Science and Religion 

Says Dr. R. A. Miliken, president of 
the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science; “Men who know 
very little of science, and men who 
know very little of religion, do get to 
quarreling, and onlookers imagine there 
is a conflict; but in my judgment there 
is no excuse for conflict between science 
and religion.” 


Peril Provokes Prayer 
An R.A.F. sergeant says: “I know 
many of our fellows seem pagans and 
atheists, but they’re not. In the dormi- 
tory the other night we got to talking 
about religion and prayer. One man 
sneered at the whole business; but an- 
other fellow—a man whom _ nobody 
(Continued on page 13) 
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‘Why the Chunch? F 


by L. R. Keys 


Let us consider the present status of 
eligion. With many people there is 
more or less convic- 
tion of the need of 
religion. With many 
others religion is 
crowded out of their 
lives by other inter- 
ests. ‘There are more 
things to amuse one 
than ever before; 
there are more im- 
plements of speed; 
more forms of lux- 
ury in which to indulge. Moreover there 
is a greatly changed economic status: an 
oversupply of material possessions for 
most of the people in civilized countries. 
We find ourselves in the midst of a war 
emergency. It may be said that many 
of those who normally are interested in 
the things of the church are allowing 
these other things to crowd out Christ 
and the church. This is a time in which 
to take inventory, to discover whether 
in crowding out the more important 
things we are not losing much from our 
lives. 

Dr. Richard Cabot tells us that what 
men live by is: first, work; second, play; 
third, love; fourth, worship. Another 
writer classifies the primary values of life 
as economic, bodily, recreational, asso- 
ciational, character, aesthetic, intellec- 
tual, and religious. Someone has said 
that “religion has a function so vital that 
any life without it is incomplete.” This 
is evident, because religion adds new 
meaning to all the values of life, and it 
also enriches the one who worships. 
Let us see what Christianity does to 
those who follow its teachings. In the 
first place we learn that the Christian 
can rise above his ordinary work; he is 
no longer a drudge to it. Someone has 
said that “if work is ever to be more than 
drudgery, some ideal element must be 
injected into it. If one can view his 
labor as a task committed to him by 
God, he is likely to find in it something 
worth doing, and he is not likely to groan 
about the dullness of it.” So to the 
Christian his very daily work is lifted 
above sordid drudgery, for he works “as 
unto the Lord.” 


L. R. Keys 


—— 
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In the realm of friendship, Christian- 
ity makes all friendship richer and more 
meaningful. Think for a moment of the 
aesthetic nature, the love of the beauti- 
ful. It is the religious soul who sees 
something in the beauty of the sunset 
that is hidden from the common eye. 
Someone has paraphrased a verse of 
poetry thus: 


“Earth is crowned with heaven, 

And every common bush afire with 
God. 

He who sees it puts aside his shoes; 

The rest sit ‘around and pick black- 


berries.” 


No one can see the beauty of nature as 
the one who believes that God is the 
Creator of all that is beautiful and won- 
derful in nature. Even as the poet said, 


“The stars sing out, 
The hand that made us is divine.” 


In the realm of the search for truth, 
Christianity supplies an answer to those 
great recurring questions that continually 
come to the soul of man: From whence 
have we come? Why are we here? And 
whither are we going? Christianity has 
the answer. 


In the realm of goodness Christianity 
is supreme. One needs only to take a 
very cursory view of the religious sys- 
tems of the world in order to discover at 
once the superiority of Christianity over 
every other religious system in the 
world. This is so obvious that no proof 
is needed for the present occasion. 
Christianity is the very backbone of all 
ethics and morality. Someone has well 
said that “ethics is not Christianity, but 
all Christianity is ethical;” also “morality 
is not Christianity, but all Christianity is 
moral.” 

There are some who would point to 
those who have departed from the stan- 
dards of Christianity. They would say, 
“Look at those people and how they dis- 
credit the name which they bear.” And 
they would further argue that Chris- 
tianity is not what it ought to be since 
some who profess it depart from it. This 
is no argument whatsoever. The aber- 
rations of the few from the standards of 
Christianity are not of sufficient weight 
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to condemn the whole. ‘They do not dis- 
credit Christianity; rather, they betoken 
an expectation of morality among those 
who profess it. By and large those who 
fail to live up to the standards of Chris- 
tianity are probably fewer than those in 
any other group. Christianity has done 
more than any other power in life to 
make men what they ought to be. The 
universal heart-cry of man who has de- 
sired to do right and be right has been, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me.” Chris- 
tianity lifts men from their sins, for God 
answers this prayer whenever it is prayed 
in sincerity. Christianity delivers from 
the guilt of sin and from the power of 
sin. Christianity provides a means of 
victory over sin. 

Let us look at a few more functions of 
Christianity in the life of man. Chris- 
tianity lifts man above a mere animal ex- 
istence. It makes it possible for him to 
have fellowship with his Creator. It 
helps man to live life at its best. Chris- 
tianity reveals the means of taking these 
wild, discordant impulses which we find 
in our make-up and turning them into 
servants of the higher life. Christianity 
shows us the way and the means of 
cleansing. Christianity enables the wor- 
shiper to achieve poise of heart and of 
mind. It lifts us into the very presence 
of God. It points the way to what Jesus 
called “life more abundantly.” He who 
has not found Christ has not found 
either the Saviour or the life which is 
more abundant. Christianity spells life 
at its highest and life at its best. 


Christianity presents to mankind a 
dynamic message. In Romans 1:16 we 
read: “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek.” Christ is the power of God for 
deliverance from sin to every believer. 
Christianity releases a power in the soul 
of man enabling him to rise above the 
fallen nature and to rise above every 
temptation and onslaught of the devil. 
Paul further says: “The law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has made me free 
from the law of sin and death.” Here is 
a power implanted in our hearts by the 
Lord that is superior to every other 
power. Here is the secret of victory for 
everyone who believes. No wonder that 
Paul adds: “We are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us.” 
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Jesus Christ can take defeated lives and 
turn them into lives that are filled with 
hope. He can take lives that are wrecked 
and ruined and recreate them into lives 
that are a praise unto His name. The 
ideals and standards of Christianity pre- 
sent a challenge to the most noble, the 
most courageous, and indeed, the most 
adventurous type of living. Not the 
weakling, but the strong meets the chal- 
lenge of Christianity, for Christianity 
presents a challenge that only the God- 
enabled man can meet. As we have al- 
ready intimated the happy, hearty, 
wholesome soul is the one that has 
achieved the maximum in abundant liv- 
ing. This, Christianity enables its de- 


votees to do. 


Let us take one example of the power 
of Christianity to transform a life. You 
will remember that before his conver- 
sion, Saul of ‘Tarsus breathed threaten- 
ing and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord. After Christ came into his 
heart, he breathed zeal for the saving of 
souls. Before his conversion he was a 
destroyer of churches; now he sought to 
build them up. Before Christ came into 
his heart he was proud and arrogant and 
a boaster; after the Lord saved him, he 
regarded himself in a different light en- 
tirely. On one occasion he called him- 
self “the chief of sinners,” and on an- 
other “the least of all the saints.” Yet 
notice, if you will, how mightily he was 
used of God after he yielded himself to 
the Lord. What a change took place in 
his life! Before his conversion he was 
a blasphemer of the Holy Name of 
Jesus; after his conversion he became a 
worshiper of the Christ whom once he 


hated. 


Now it is a self-evident fact that the 
church is the divinely appointed means 
by which Christianity manifests itself in 
the world. It is God’s agency to man. 
No other means or institution can pre- 
sent such a Saviour or such a salvation 
as that which is presented through the 
church and its various agencies. The 
church is the agency which God uses for 
the publishing of the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus. “You shall know the truth 
and the truth shall make you free.” 


Jesus said: “Upon this rock T will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” Satan may war 
against the church; he may put it into 
the heart of man to war against it, but 
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we have this blessed promise that “the 
gates of hell shall not prevail.” 

THe are*sofne who tell us that they 
can worship God apart from the church; 
they tell us that they can worship God 
in the forest and in the field. We do not 
question the fact that they can worship 
God there, but we must remind our- 
selves that the church is the means 
which God has established in the world 
as the channel through which we may 
worship Him. “Forsake not the assem- 
bling of yourselves together.” 

In the seventy-third Psalm David tells 
us that many were his troubles and per- 
plexities. Then he says, “It was too pain- 
ful for me; until I went into the sanct- 
uary.” Then he understood. Has this 
not been the experience of man every- 
where? In the church we find the help 
we seek; in the church we find the com- 
fort of the Spirit, and there we receive 
the inspiration for noble living. There 
we hear the Word of God proclaimed 
and receive instruction for Christian liv- 
ing. 

Specifically, let us notice that the 
church provides a wholesome fellowship 
in our loftiest purposes; we feel that we 
do not stand alone, for in the worship 
of God in His church, we have that re- 
inforcement of others of like precious 
faith. ‘The church provides regular 
spiritual instruction and inspiration for 
the entire family. Through our worship 
we are enabled to tap that source of 
divine power by means of which we are 
able to overcome our failure and our 
weaknesses. ‘The church is the agency 
used of God for the salvation of the lost. 

Last, but not least, the church pre- 
sents an opportunity for Christian serv- 
ice in the greatest cause in all the world, 
namely, building the Kingdom of God 
in the hearts of men. These, then, are 
some of the reasons for the existence of 
the church of Jesus Christ. 


The New Year 


A flower unblown: a book unread: 

A tree with fruit unharvested: 

A path untrod: a house whose rooms 
Lack yet the heart’s divine perfumes: 
This is the year that for you waits 
Beyond tomorrow’s mystic gates. 


—H. N. Powers. 


Christ walked with men in order to 
show men how to walk with God. 


A New Year’s Prayer 
“O Christ, give me 


A motto true, 
To help me sing 

The new year through; 
That I to men 

Thy love may show.” 
The answer came: 

“My will to know.” 
“Thy will I’ve learned 

From childhood up! 

Shall that with joy 

Fill this year’s cup? 
Or is there more 

That must ensue?” 
“Yes, this thing else: 


My will to do.” 


“My Lord, that task 
Is harder still; 
But done: will that 
Give song its thrill?” 
Again that voice 
Came from above: 
“Learn this, my child: 


My will to love.” 


“To know my will 
Is smallest part; 
That’s where all men 
Like you must start; 
But doing is 
The testing thing; 
And men who love 
Are men who sing!” 


—J. G. Grant. 


Time a Treasure 

Cotton Mather said of a visitor who 
had needlessly occupied his time, “I 
had rather given him a handful of money 
than have been kept thus long out of 
my study.” 

Ignatius, when he hefrd a clock 
strike, said, “Now I have one more 
hour to answer for.” 


Watch the Year 

A general who had led his army a long 
and tedious journey through a wilder- 
ness, was about to encamp them for the 
night, when he received word that the 
enemy was planning to attack him at a 
certain point. “Double guard that point 
tonight,” was the order. 

If you want this year to be the best 
of your life, double guard all last year’s 
weak points. 
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(P nolonging the Day 


Sermon by Evancerist C. M. Warp, Minneapolis, Minn. 


“So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to 
go down about a whole day.” 


(Joshua 10:13). 


History has a peculiar way of repeat- 
ng itself. In ancient times, Joshua and 
his loyal followers 
were instrumental 
in prolonging the 
day and _ holding 
back the night that 
would have meant 
defeat for the chil- 
dren of Israel at 
the hands of the 
Amorites and _ their 
pagan companions. 
[here is a parallel in this age, in this 


—_. M. Ward 


night of prehistoric barbarism. 


} Our interest as Christians lies in the 
lay and not in the night! Our gospel is 
ye of salvation and not one of condem- 
vation! Our Christ is a Saviour and not 
| destroyer! Our business is to hold back 
the forces of evil . . . “to prolong the 
lay.” I’m rather tired of the attitude of 
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jnany in the church who are simply 
jhrugging their shoulders and saying 
|. . what’s the use—the day of salvation 
5 practically over—and all that remains 
or us is to get out of here—let the world 
tew in its own juice ... I believe that 
is0d is looking for a new movement of 
Christian men and women who will be 
'DAY-minded” and not so much 
\NIGHT-minded.” I believe this to be 
lye mind of God for the following rea- 
bons: 

_ (1) We have seen one example 

) after another of the providence of God 

) during this war. 

) This is the strongest indication that 
jzod still wants to save people and 
Ao ready to make new evangelistic 
‘nd missionary efforts possible. Had 
50d shown His hand in any other way 
bs “new-order” of the Axis would have 
revailed and spiritual darkness covered 
‘ne earth. Here is an example of what 
mean: 

“Recent revelations that Hitler could 
ave conquered the British Isles with 
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a few armored divisions if he had fol- 
lowed up the Dunkirk defeat, match 
the tales which Navy officers bring 
back from Pearl Harbor. Japan might 
have won the Pacific war overnight ex- 
cept that Providence must have been 
fighting on the side of the United 
Nations. It is not permissible to make 
public the source of the following in- 
formation, but it is authentic. 

“For months the Nipponese had re- 
hearsed the attack on our ocean fortress. 
They had laid out a miniature of our 
naval base on their island of Formosa. 
Their spy system in Hawaii told them 
where our vessels and hangars were lo- 
cated. When their armada flew over 
that fatal Sunday morning they dropped 
their. bombs in conformity with blue- 
prints given them by their leaders. ‘They 
carried out orders, but somewhere there 
was a serious miscarriage of arrange- 
ments. 

“They struck according to plan—but 
Tokyo planned wrong. 

“Providence saw to it that the Elev- 
enth ‘Task Force, one of the strongest 
and finest units of the United States 
fleet, had left Hawaii for a ten day 
cruise on December 3, whereas older 
ships remained at the base. ‘The practice 
squadron contained carriers, numerous 
brand-new cruisers and many auxiliary 
and supply ships.”—The National Whir- 
ligig by Ray Tucker. 

I might continue to quote but the ex- 
amples of God’s providence are many. 
What turned the Nazi from the Near 
East and Palestine after the British de- 
feat at Crete, Singapore, and Burma 
and toward Russia and defeat? Who 
was with Halsey when he whipped the 
Nips at Tulagi by audaciously splitting 
their fleet? It was a maneuver not uti- 
lized since Nelson’s day, but he made it. 
One just can’t write God out of this 
war. His hand is all too evident. Vic- 
tory has been ours not so much because 
we deserved it but because God in His 
mercy is thinking of a lost world that 
still needs one further opportunity of 
salvation. 

It seems plain to me that from the 


providence of God that God is more 
than willing to lengthen the day if the 
Church will believe and renew its attack 
against the forces of darkness. 

(2) The human heart is still hungry 
and reveals over and over again a child- 
like cry of faith in God. 

Underneath all the blasé, audacious 
living of today there is the pitiful cry 
from the heart of man for a Saviour and 
a Friend. I find it everywhere. 

It is not only evident with the forces 
overseas but in the homeland as well. 
Wherever the “shepherd-heart” is shown 
it isn’t long before men and women are 
turning toward that kind of ministry. 

The story of Moelders, the Nazi air- 
ace, who turned to the God of his boy- 
hood in the hour of his need on the 
frozen wastes of Russia is an example 
of this. He is said to have shot down 
115 aircraft in his long career as a fight- 
er pilot which began in Spain in 1936. 
He became the holder of Germany’s 
highest decoration—the Knight’s Cross 
of the Iron Cross with Oak Leaves and 
Diamonds. 

In those terrible moments when life 
hung on a gossamer thread Moelders, al- 
most unknown to himself, had whisp- 
ered a few words: 


“God, God Almighty in Heaven— 
help me out of this. YOU alone can 
save me!” 

His words echoed in the cockpit of 
the plane. They rushed back at his ears 
over the mighty din of the engine. 
“ONLY. GOD" GANZEBIER sas 

Back in his own: quarters, Moelders 
shut himself up. He wanted to be 
alone... 

And so this story—one of the greatest 
of the war so far—has reached us finally 
through the Underground. The story 
of how faith came again to this young 
Nazi—his testimony—all contained in a 
letter to his local parson, the boyhood 
friend of his family. The letter has 
been put into thousnds of copies and 
continues to spread through Germany 
in spite of the efforts of the Gestapo to 
halt it. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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STUDIES IN DANIEL 


SLD yee lle 
The Image Vision—Chapter 2 
(Continued from last issue) 
V. Gratitude That Found 
Expression. Verses 20-23 
Daniel did not immediately rush into 
the presence of the king in order to make 
known what had been revealed to him. 
He took time to praise God. Following 
the revelation God had made to him 
there was a praise service in which, it 
is likely, not only Daniel, but his three 
friends took part. Daniel had gratitude 
in his heart, and where there is real 
gratitude in the heart there are likely to 
be expressions of praise upon the lips. 
Because people fail to praise God for 
enswered prayers they often find it more 
difficult to pray through on subsequent 
occassions. 
VI. Humility That Was 
Genuine. Verses 24-28 
Daniel made it clear that the revela- 
tion had been made to him by that “God 
in heaven that revealeth secrets,” and 
that the secret had not been revealed to 
him for any wisdom that he had more 
than any living. What a lamentable lack 
of humility there is in many quarters! Be- 
cause there is a disposition to take the 
glory unto themselves, rather than give 
it unto God to whom it rightfully be- 
longs, God does not answer the prayers 
of many, or answers them in a measure 
only. His glory He will not give to an- 
other. It is especially important that 
those who pray for the sick keep self 
out of sight, and when their prayers are 
answered, and the sick recover, that 
they recognize the fact that the Lord has 
healed them, giving God all the glory, 
taking absolutely none themselves; other- 
wise when they pray for other afflicted 
bodies they are likely to find that they 
pray in vain. It is likely that this lack 
of humility on the part of some explains 
why the remarkable healings that took 
place under their ministry years ago 
have not been duplicated in more recent 
years. God used them once in the heal- 
ing of the sick, used them in a remark- 
able manner, but they got puffed up, 
and God ceased to work through them 
as before. 
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By J. Narver GorTNER 


VII. The Dream and Its 
Interpretation. Verses 28-45 


The king, in his dream, had seen a 
great image; its brightness was excellent, 
and its form was terrible; the head was of 
gold, the breast and arms of silver, the 
belly and thighs of brass, the legs of iron, 
and the feet part of iron and part of clay. 
A stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and it’ smote the image 
upon the feet, and they were broken into 
pieces. “Then was the iron, the clay, the 
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floors; 
and wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them: and the stone 
that smote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth.” 

The dream had been divinely inspired; 
so was the interpretation. Daniel made 
it clear to the king that the dream had 
been given because of a desire on the 
king’s part to know what was to come 
hereafter (verse 29), and that it was 
God—“He that revealeth secrets’—from 
whom the revelation had come. 


The kingdom that then was, and over 
which Nebuchadnezzar reigned, was to 
be succeeded by another kingdom, an 
inferior kingdom, as silver is inferior to 
gold; and that inferior kingdom was to 
be followed by another, symbolized by 
the brass; and that in turn by a fourth 
represented by the iron. 

It has been well said that “prophecy is 
the mould in which history is cast.” 
What a wonderful illustration of this 
fact we have here! The kingdom of 
Babylon was succeeded by Medo-Persia; 
Medo-Persia was followed by the 
Macedonian kingdom of Alexander the 
Great, and that in turn was succeeded 
by the Roman Empire which could 
scarcely be described in a few words 
more graphically than Daniel described 
it in verse 40, ‘The Roman Empire was 
divided, as all who are acquainted with 
history know, into two divisons, the 
Eastern and the Western, and these in 
the image were symbolized by the two 
legs. ‘The ten toes represented ten king- 
doms that will rise at the time of the 
end, and will be federated, as we learn 


eslewhere, under the Antichrist wha 
will be destroyed at the time of ou 
Lord’s second advent. As Nebuchadnezi 
zar was the first of the kings of “they 
times of the Gentiles,” Antichrist willl 
be the last. 


That we have here in epitomized forr 
the course of “the times of the Gentilesy 
or, Gentile world dominion, from its 
beginning to its end, seems so clear that 
one wonders how any student of the 


9) 


Word could even call the conclusion into@ 
question. It is distinctly stated that “ing 
the days of these kings,” the days off 


the kings of the ten kingdoms symbe ' 


lized by the toes of the image, “shall theg 


God of heaven set up a kingdom, whic 
shall never be destroyed; and the king 
dom shall not be left to other people,’ 


that is, it shall not be succeeded by 


another kingdom, “but it shall break i , 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever.” That the 


kingdom thus prophesied of is noneg® 


other than the kingdom of the Son 


Man there can be no question. And| 
mark the fact the kingdom will not beg 
ushered in by the conversion of theg 


world through the preaching of the gos4 
pel; it will be brought about very sud 
denly by the coming of the Lord fromy 


glory, the stone cut out without hands§ 


smiting the image upon the feet, and 
destroying the whole system of Gentile 
world dominion symbolized by the image 
as a whole. Read what is recorded pro: 
phetically of the coming of the Lord 
in glory in Revelation, the nineteent 


chapter, and note particularly the 15th} 


verse, “And out of His mouth goet 
a sharp sword, that with it He should 


smite the nations: and He shall ruleg 


them with a rod of iron; and He 
treadeth the winepress of the fierce/ 


ness and wrath of Almighty God.” The 


object of the coming of the Lord will bef 


to dispossess the Gentile of his dominion 
over Israel which dominion he has had 


ever since Nebuchadnezzar overthrew) 


Zedekiah and destroyed Jerusalm and 


~*~ 


which he will have until our Lord shall 


come and reestablish the Davidic king 
dom. Read Ezekiel 21:27 and com: 
(Continued on page 14) 
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News Grom Hene and Thene 


By ALBERT J. LEBECK, Field Reporter 


BURLINGAME— A. E. Pickthorn was 
elected pastor there on November 14 at a 
business meeting conducted by District Pres- 
byter C. O. Wood. A reception was held 
for the new pastor and family on the 26th 
at which time a fine time of fellowship was 
enjoyed by all present. Brother Pickthorn 
had been supplying the pulpit under ap- 
pointment by the District Superintendent 
for the month previous. 

CAMPBELL—The Peninsula district fel- 
lowship meeting was held there December 
13- Pastor Frank Roubal of San Bruno was 
the afternoon speaker. In the evening serv- 
ice, District Secretary R. J. Renfroe brought 
the message. Herbert Johnson is the pastor. 

CERES—Pastor Harry Oeth reports a good 
revival meeting in November with Evan- 
gelist Cox. A number of folk were at the altar 
for salvation. 

CHICO—The sixth anniversary service of 
Pastor Paul Radley was held Sunday morn- 
ing, November 28. A climax to it was the 
mortgage burning during the evening service 
at which time District Superintendent R. J. 
Thurmond was the speaker. Brother Thur 
mond built the present building during his 
pastorate there. He served practically seven 
years and now with Brother Radley’s six 
years, makes this church have but two pastors 
over nearly a thirteen-year period. There were 
six former pastors who have served this 
church which was originally started. by Sister 
_ Hetty Bailey. May the Lord continue to 
bless the ministry of Brother Radley to this 
fine group of people. 

CONCORD —Pastor T. S. Gapen and his 
church building program suffered a set-back 
from the recent storm which swept Califor- 
nia. It caused a wall to be blown over. Any- 
one able to assist Brother Gapen in his build- 
ing program will be greatly welcomed. He 
has been working alone a great deal due 
to so many working in defense, but he has 
a vision and plan for a lovely cement block 
church. He has made his own blocks. The 
walls were practically completed when the 
storm came. It was a privilege to pay him 
a visit and to see him having arisen above his 
problem with the spirit of victory. The breth- 
ren of the neighboring assemblies were to 
give him a day’s help, and I trust some can 
come back again. When completed the Con- 
cord assembly will have a lovely church that 
would do credit to any city. The Lord bless 
Brother and Sister Gapen and family and as- 
sembly.—R.J.T. 

CUPERTINO-—The blessing of the Lord 
is upon the work there. The Sunday School 
is growing and souls are being saved is 
the good report. G. A. Fletcher is the pastor. 

DALY CITY—Phyllis Camm, church sec- 
retary, reports: “Bethel Church of Daly City 
recently closed a very successful meeting 
with Brother and Sister Richard Havner. 
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The results were very encouraging with 
backsliders at the altar and new members 
coming into the assembly. We had a spir- 
itual revival of the saints with refreshing and 
blessings, and reconsecrations to the Lord.” 
W. L. Hayes is the pastor. 

EL CERRITO—The crowning day for the 
labors of Pastor Leonard Rogers and others 
who have worked so faithfully on the new 
tabernacle erected in the interest of the de- 
fense workers there, when the dedication 
service was held December 6. Pastor E. O. 
Robeck, of Stockton, one of the Home Mis- 
sions Committee members, and one who had 
charge of the building program was the after- 
noon speaker. District Superintendent R. J. 
Thurmond was the evening speaker for the 
dedicatory service which was in charge of 
Home Missions Committee Chairman C. Ely 
Persing. Most of the other members of the 
Home Missions Committee were present to 
rejoice in the completion of this Home Mis- 
sions venture. Brother Rogers reports a fine 
Sunday School and attendance at services. 
District Secretary-Treasurer R. J. Renfroe 
raised over $500 in cash and pledges to help 
pay off some of the cost which was over 
$4,000. The building is 44 feet by 95 feet, 
and is a fine revival tabernacle. Pray much 
that the Lord will send many in and save 
many souls. 

CWe expect to get a picture of this and 
also the Hawthorne and Fallon, Nevada, 
churches, and Vallejo Chabot Terrace church 
to publish in due time. We hoped to do 
this before but somehow pictures do not 
come in.—Ed.) 

ELY, NEVADA—Edward Hart is the new 
pastor there. 

ESCALON—Pastor A. Byron League re- 
ports: “We had a blessed fellowship meeting 
of the North San Joaquin District here in 
Escalon on November 1. Brother Charles 
Weston of San Francisco was the afternoon 
speaker, and Harold Lehmann of Oakland 
brought the evening message. Many ex- 
pressed the opinion that it was the most 
inspiring fellowship meeting held in this 
district for some time. Over thirty ministers 
were in attendance. The Home Missions of- 
fering amounted to $133.40. The Ministers’ 
Round Table preceding the afternoon serv- 
ice proved such a blessing that it was de- 
cided to continue these as a regular feature 
of future fellowship meetings.” 

FORTUNA—Pastor Joseph L. Thomas re- 
ports a very successful meeting in November 
with Sisters Mayverine and Ronda Baker. 
Four backsliders were brought back to God 
and others were saved. Brother Thomas high- 
ly recommends these girls for evangelistic 
work. 

On December 6 the Redwood District fel- 
lowship meeting was held there. Brother 
George McNutt brought the afternoon mes- 


Sacramento, California 


sage. District Presbyter J. W. Belchar was 
the evening speaker. God’s blessings rested 
upon both services. 

FRUITLAND—Brother and Sister George 
McNutt have been pastors there for the 
past six months, and the Lord has blessed 
their efforts for Him in saving souls. Allie 
and Kenneth Cyphers of the Assembly there 
have been holding meetings at Deer Lodge 
on Sunday evenings and several have been 
saved there, too. 

GRIDLEY—Pastor Wm. Scott reports “a 
fine revival in the month of November with 
Evangelist John Hasley of Glenn Wood, 
Ark. Four were saved and seven were filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Our fellowship meet- 
ing on November 29 was well attended. Dis- 
trict Superintendent R. J. Thurmond was 
the afternoon speaker; District C. A. Presi- 
dent Robert Carrington was the evening 
speaker.” A fine dinner was served for all 
by the ladies of the church that was enjoyed 
by all. The Lord’s blessing was upon both 
services, and both were well attended. 

HAWTHORNE—Hubert Rannels is the 
new pastor there having taken over the work 
which Brother Clyde Billings felt necessary 
to give up due to the sickness of Sister Bill- 
ings. Prayer is asked for the return to health 
and ministry for Sister Billings. 

HOLLISTER—Brother and Sister Frank 
Smith held a series of special meetings in 
Hollister recently. Marion Minogue and 
Glenora McMillan are pastors. 

LINCOLN—Evangelist and Mrs. Lindsay 
held a good meeting there recently for Pas- 
tor Julia Peterson. Ruth Bertenshaw is as- 
sistant pastor. 

LIVINGSTON—Early in December Evan- 
gelist T. M. Gray of Arizona concluded a 
successful three weeks revival meeting. Pas- 
tor J. C. Gaither reports that 17 or 18 were 
saved, and three were baptized with the 
Holy Ghost. The Sunday School has in- 
creased from 33 to 120 within the last few 
months, Praise the Lord! 

MODESTO (Bethel Church 15th and 
G Streets)—The church “this past month 
has paid off the mortgage on the property 
and now has a clear title deed to a property 
investment of over $40,000.00 including the 
seven-room parsonage, church with full base- 
ment and 17 Sunday School rooms. Brother 
Donald Weston, minister of Bethel, is now in 
his tenth year of ministry in Modesto. The 
church recently concluded a precious revival 
meeting under Brother and Sister William 
Swanson.” 

MORGAN HILL—Pastor D. Q. Boyd is 
attending Southern California Bible College 
in preparation for a chaplaincy in the armed 
forces. 

MOUNT SHASTA—Everett Smith is the 
new pastor there. Pray for Brother and Sis- 
ter Smith as they take over this work that 
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the Lord will add to the church and that a 
substantial work will yet be had there.—Ed. 

NORTH SACRAMENTO © (Friendly 
Church)—Forrest Murray, formerly of Kan- 
sas, is the new pastor there. 

OAKDALE—A. F. Gomes, formerly of 
Pittsburg, is the new pastor. 

OROVILLE—Evangelist Gordon Lindsay 
begins a revival there with Pastor Morse 
Hammond on January 2. 

PETALUMA-—Special Thanksgiving Day 
services were held in the afternoon and eve- 
ning with a delightful turkey banquet being 
enjoyed between services. An hour of the 
afternoon service was broadcast over KRSO 
with District Superintendent R. J. Thurmond 
as speaker bringing a Thanksgiving message. 
District Secretary-[reasurer R. J. Renfroe 
was the evening speaker. The day’s offerings 
went to pay on the church indebtedness. A 
generous contribution and pledges were re- 
ceived. The Lord has blessed the ministry of 
Pastor T. B. Carlos and his co-worker, Brother 
Carl Olsen. It was indeed a day of thanks- 
giving for His many mercies and blessings. 

PORTOLA—Virgil Eldridge is the new 
pastor. He formerly resided in North Sacra- 
mento and was active in the Faith ‘Taber- 
nacle work. 

RIVERBANK—“The regular monthly fel- 
lowship meeting of the North San Joaquin 
area was held at Riverbank, Monday, De- 
cember 6. The ministers’ meeting was well 
attended at 1:30 p. m., and Brother Draper, 
former district superintendent, brought a very 
interesting message to the ministers. Brother 
Langley brought a stirring message from 
Matthew 24 at the 2:30 meeting. The ladies 
of the Riverbank church served a chicken din- 
ner at 5:30 p. m., and then the crowning 
service of the day was held at 7:30 p. m. 
Brother Draper spoke from Isaiah 55 under 
a precious anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
The power of God was so prevalent during 
the message that several were travailing in 
prayer aloud, and at the altar over 15 hands 
were raised for salvation and when the altar 
call was given sinners and saints were slain 
under the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, 
the altar was literally packed and the volume 
of prayer was tremendous. God saved several 
souls, and all said it was one of the greatest 
fellowship services and altars held in years. 
Brother Draper is now open for revival meet- 
ings in the district, closing at Riverbank the 
next Sunday. The Riverbank church under 
Brother Douglas Cooksey’s ministry is now 
completing a complete remodeling, stuccoing, 
new floors, seats, roof and all and is in better 
shape than at any time in the history of the 
church.”—Donald G. Weston, District Pres- 
byter. 

SACRAMENTO (Bethel Temple )—Evan- 
gelist Hans Bretschneider held a four-weeks 
meeting for Pastor W. T. Gaston recently, 
concluding Sunday, December 12. On Mon- 
day, the 13th, the South Sacramento Valley 
fellowship meetine wes held there. Gordon 
Lindsay spoke in the afternoon and Brother 
Bretschneider in the evening. 

SACRAMENTO (Sixth Street Mission) 
—The work was affiliated with the Council at 
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a business meeting held by District Superin- 
tendent R. J. Thurmond on November 18. 
Pastor Leslie Crosson has pastored this work 
for many years and continues on as pastor 
under an indefinite term. There is a fine 
group of people there and it is the desire 
of the assembly to get a church building 
program under way as conditions will per- 
mit. 

SAN FRANCISCO (Glad_ Tidings)— 
Evangelist Arnold from Oklahoma City, Ok- 
lahoma, held a good meeting in the temple 
in December. 

SAN FRANCISCO (Calvary Tabernacle) 
—Pastor Estella Wilcox writes: “We had a 
three weeks meeting with Brother R. E. Rob- 
ertson. The messages on faith and _ healing 
were very instructive and God blessed in the 
salvation of souls and in healing. . . . Saints 
were built up in the most holy faith. Follow- 
ing those meetings we are in the midst of 
a young people’s revival where they are tak- 
ing charge. Souls are being saved and there 
is old time Pentecostal power. . . .” Sister 
Mary Ayers was there for a week holding 
meetings very recently. 

SAN LEANDRO-—District Superintend- 
ent R. J. Thurmond reports that, “Pastor F. 
L. Prewitt is to be congratulated on setting 
his church in order and having a fine group 
of officers and members, also a lovely hall 
for worship and surroundings and spirit in the 
services conducive to worship, a fine Sunday 
School, and also a fine orchestra. This shows 
a real work is being done there. And it was 
a pleasure to affiliate the church with the 
General Council on December 12, 1943.” 

SEASIDE—The Coast Counties fellow- 
ship meeting was held there along with the 
dedication service for the new prayer room 
and Sunday School rooms, with District Sup- 
erintendent R. J. Thurmond dedicating the 
improvements and being the afternoon speak- 
er. Pastor Louis Weston of Salinas was the 
evening speaker. The Lord graciously blessed 
both services with the old time power and 
glory, and is blessing the ministry of Pastor 
Chas. Coffey. 

SUNNYVALE—Evangelist Dorothy Fow- 
ler of Missouri held a good three weeks re- 
vival meeting for Pastor Carver recently. It 
was a young people’s revival and special ef- 
fort was made to boost the Sunday School 
which grew in attendance splendidly. Brother 
and Sister Carver pronounce the meetings a 
real success with the blessings of the Lord 
upon them. 

SUSANVILLE—Brother Hubert G. Ran- 
nells held a few nights meeting there recently 
which was a blessing to the assembly, reports 
Pastor H. L. Marlenee. 

TUOLUMNE—Evangelist Z. P. Miller, 
who has recently returned from meetings in 
the East, held a revival for Pastor L. H. 
White early in December. 

VALLEJO (Chabot Terrace)—At the 
north end of this new government housing 
unit accommodating thousands of people, 
Pastor T’. J. Custock has a lovely new chapel 
with seats, lights, and water furnished by 
the project. He was also able to rent a home 
in the unit close by the church. The dedica- 


tion service and fellowship meeting of the 
North Bay church was held December 13. 
Pastor M. P. Bohnet of Santa Rosa, the dis- 
trict presbyter, was the afternoon speaker, 
and District Superintendent R. J. Thur- 
mond spoke in the evening. The Lord blessed 
both services and the glory rained down for 
the best part of half an hour in the evening 
service after many testimonies of salvation, 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, and healing by 
members of this new work. The indebtedness 
was cancelled by the loan holder, Charlie 
Custock, and enough offering of nearly $300 
in cash and pledges raised to meet all other — 
bills, and to make additional improvements 
for the Sunday School or as needed. Surely 
the Lord put His seal of approval on this 


work in the interest of the defense workers. 


W. M. C. 

The Women’s Missionary Council 
will have the Thursday afternoon pro- 
gram at the Mid-winter Convention in 
connection with the Home Missionary 
program. Mrs. R. J. Renfroe and Mrs. 
C. E. Persing will tell about the Wom- 
en’s Missionary Council meeting they 
attended at General Council at Spring- 
field and we will hear from as many 
Home Missionaries as possible, also a 
report from the Home Missions Commit- 
tee of the work done in the district. 
Much has been done and there is yet 
much to do and God is giving our wom- 
en a vision of the great need not only 
in the out-of-the-way places but even at 
our doors. We trust every group will be 
able to have a representative present. 


Literature Needed 

Evangelist Wm. F. A. Gierke who is 
especially interested in spreading Chris- 
tian reading material to all parts of the 
world is in need of more material. We 
quote from a letter: “We would appre- 
ciate it if you could help us in urging 
people to bring in their old S.S. Quarter- 
lies and good reading matter, Bibles, 
Testaments still usable, for transmission 
to Africa and other British colonies with 
English speaking natives. I have re- 
ceived so many appeals from our Council 
missionaries for Bibles, and Testaments, 
and these quarterlies. I have about 200 
pounds on the way from different as- 
semblies. . . . If you will have assemblies 
contact me I shall be very glad to give 
shipping directions, furnish gummed 
labels, and even furnish the postage, if 
they will bring them in.” Let us co- 
operate in having a real Bible shower 
and gladden the hearts of our mission- 
aries by this means. 
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R. J. THurmonp, Superintendent 
553 El Dorado Ave., Oakland 11, Calif. 
Phone: OLympic 1330 


District Superintendent’s Report 
My, how the time rolls around. It 


| seems but a few days since writing about 


my last itinerary, but 
another month has 
gone, and a very busy 
one, too. 

The C. A. conven- 
tion was a highlight 
to begin with though 
for the opening night 
I could not be there 
as I had a_ business 
meeting in Martinez 
where Pastor A. B. 
Gee was re-elected. I 
was glad for the fine attendance at the 
convention in spite of rationing and trav- 
el conditions and for the ministry of 


Thurmond 


Rae J: 


_ Brother M. Ward which was blessed to 


| 


the C. A.s 
_A visit was made to Brother H. J. 


- Ketner’s work on 12th Street in Oak- 


: 


land the following night after the C. A. 
convention. It was a pleasure to min- 
ister there with Brother Ketner and his 


people. 


A committee consisting of Brothers 


eR. A. Wilson, C. E. Persing, H. S. Leh- 


mann, W. 'T. Watson, and myself visited 
near Camp Parks in the interest of a 


- Home Missions work among the navy 


fax. 


service men stationed there. We are 
hopeful that the right one can be found 
who can take over this type of work. 
An elderly man and wife are needed. 

A business meeting was held at Col- 
Their church officers were re- 
elected and Brother George Kiser was 
elected pastor. 

A business meeting was also held with 
Pastor Leslie Crosson and the Sixth 
Street Mission of Sacramento at which 
time the church was set in order in elect- 
ing various officers and then affiliating 
the church with the General Council. 
It is hoped that a building program 
can be launched as war conditions per- 
mit. 

On November 21 Mrs. Thurmond 


and I were accepted into the member- 
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Schedule of 
Fellowship Meetings 


January 3—Eureka, Reno, Nev. 
10—Oakland (First Pente- 
costal Church) 
17—Delhi, Healdsburg 
24—Hollister 
31—Red Bluff 


ship of the First Pentecostal Church, 
Oakland, by Pastor H. S. Lehmann, and 
it was my pleasure to be the morning 
speaker. We have always had a warm 
spot in our hearts for First church and 
its pastor and as the new parsonage for 
the district superintendent is within 
reasonable distance we are happy to 
have this as a church home for the 
family. 

It was my privilege to minister to the 
Coast Counties fellowship meeting in 
Seaside and to dedicate the new prayer 
and Sunday School rooms which Pastor 
Chas. Coffey and members have built. 

The Thanksgiving Day services at 
Petaluma which were shared with the 
general public by radio, and the Thanks- 
giving dinner served by the ladies of 
the church were blessed of the Lord. It 
was my pleasure to minister at the 
afternoon service radio program. Broth- 
ers Don Carlos and Olsen are doing a 
fine work there. 

The Lord blessed the Filipino conven- 
tion again this year in San Jose at the 
Upper Room Mission under the leader- 
ship of Superintendent E. C. Lagmay 
who was again re-elected for a two-year 
term. It was my privilege to minister to 
them and to counsel with them in some 
of the business sessions. ‘The presence 
of the Lord was graciously manifested. 
A report of this convention is given 
elsewhere in this issue. 

The following Sunday morning was 
in the service at Richmond, then to 
Chico’s mortgage-burning service, the 
Gridley fellowship meeting, a trip to 

(Continued on page 14) 


— District Council Vlews 


R. J. Renrroe, Secretary- Treasurer 
P. O. Box 393, St. Helena, Calif. 
Phone: St. Helena 329 


Filipino Convention 

According to reports given in the Fili- 
pino Fellowship News, November 24 
to 27, 1943, Upper Room Mission, San 
Jose, California, was indeed the time and 
place wherein many spiritual blessings 
were received. Space does not permit 
details but the business sessions and 
services of the convention were precious 
in the manifestation of the spirit of 
oneness and unity of heart and purpose 
in this missionary organization primar- 
ily interested in the Philippines and 
gospel work among their people every- 
where. 

The ministry of the various brethren 
was helpful and enjoyed by all. All the 
speakers were Filipinos with the excep- 
tion of District Superintendent R. J. 
Thurmond who was the guest speaker. 

The brethren now have over $2,000 
in their fund to assist workers in the 
Philippines as soon as the islands are 
taken from the Japanese and re-opened 
to missionary work. 

E. C. Lagmay was re-elected Presi- 
dent. E. F. Laroya, Vice President, J.M. 
Lucas, re-elected Secretary, and F. E. 
Ramos, Treasurer. 

The Lord has been blessing the lead- 
ership of Brother Lagmay as superin- 
tendent and using him not only among 
his people but in evangelistic services 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada wherein many have been led to 


Christ. 


New. Presbyter 
Pastor A. J. Ruedger of Santa Cruz 
has been appointed to the board of Dis- 
trict Presbyters to fill the vacancy left 
when Pastor D. Q. Boyd of Morgan 
Hill resigned to attend S.C.B.S. to pre- 


pare for service chaplaincy. 


Thanks and appreciation is extended 
by Superintendent R. J. Thurmond and 
Secretary-Treasurer R. J. Renfroe for 
the many greetings and well wishes 
during the holiday season. May the Lord 
give you a blessed year during 1944. 
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Christ's Ambassadons 


Rosert Carrincton, President, P.O. Box 393, St. Helena 


Froyp W. Tuomas, Vice-President, 127 W. 10th St., ‘Tracy 
Marcus Gaston, Secretary-Treasurer, 2024 “W” St., Sacramento, California 


INTRODUCING. . . 


Sectional Chairman 


We want to present to our C.A.s 
Brother Hurless B. Teeters, Sectional 
Chairman of the 
Redwood district. 
Besides being the 
chairman of his 
section, he is also 
the pastor of the 
church at Weitch- 
pec on the Indian 
reservation. 

His sub-district, 
so far as is known, 
is the only one to 
hold a 3-day rally. 
Quite a number of the churches there 
are home missionary works, and it was 
so encouraging and inspiring to see the 
number that attended the rally, some 
driving forty, fifty, sixty miles over 
rough one-way mountain roads across 
rugged ranges and hair-pin turns for 
the privilege of attending. 


He and his workers worked hard and 
faithfully to make the rally a real suc- 
cess even printing their own C.A. chorus 
books. God did reward their efforts 
with good attendance and a spiritual 


blessing. 


Hurless B. Teeters 


Following is an account of their 
meeting. May God bless Brother Teet- 
ers and the C.A.s of our Redwood Dis- 


trict. 


“The Redwood District has concluded 
a three-day C.A. convention which was 
held in the Gospel Lighthouse of Blue 
Lake, of which Brother W. C. Robert- 


son is the pastor. 


“We were privileged to have Brother 
Robert Carrington for our speaker at 
the evening services with the exception 
of Thursday night at which time Brother 
Coleman brought the message. 


“Those who attended the meetings 
were blessed, and one soul was added 
to the kingdom of God. For this we are 
praising Him.”—Fonc YEE Cnow. 
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Convention News 


The Christ’s Ambassadors’ Conven- 
tion, held at the Civic Auditorium in 
Santa Cruz, November 12 to 14 was a 
grand success. There are always plans, 
preparations, and work. that go into 
making a convention a success, sO we 
can heartily congratulate the host pastor, 
Brother Ruedger, and his good group of 
C.A.s for the co-operative spirit and the 
labor devoted toward a successful con- 
ventoin. 

A word of thanks is appropriate at 
this time, to the chamber of commerce, 
for the use of the splendid auditorium 
and for making possible adequate hous- 
ing facilities for over 1,200 registrants. 


The convention opened with a rally 
on Friday evening, with Evangelist C. 
M. Ward bringing a stirring message 
to a group of approximately 500. 

Saturday was a day of blessing. ‘The 
Glad Tidings Bible Institute took charge 
of the preliminaries for the morning 
service and rendered some _ beautiful 
selections in song and music. Three 
sectional chairmen spoke briefly on 
“C. A. Objectives.” ‘The speakers were 
as follows: Everett Morgan of the North 
Sacramento section, Bill Finch of the 
East Bay section and Herbert Johnson 
of the Peninsula section. Their mess- 
ages were challenging and stirred each 
one to a new place of consecration. 

At the afternoon service on Saturday, 
Senator Ray Judah from Santa Cruz 
welcomed the C.A.s on behalf of the 
local chamber of commerce and was fol- 
lowed by Chaplain Don Lehman who 
after a sketch of his activities and a few 
incidents of real decision for Christ 
among his companions, brought a splen- 
did message. 


One of the highlights of the conven- 
tion was the patriotic rally on Saturday 
evening. Our president, Robert Car- 
rington, was in charge and is to be com- 
mended for a fine program. Not only 
was there a good number of service men 
from various parts of the state repre- 


sented, but a number attended from the 
local army convalescent hospital, some — 
of which acted as an escort for the - 
Christian and national flags which were _ 
taken to the platform during a beautiful 
flag ceremony. 

Chaplain Davies, from the convales- 
cent hospital, brought an introductory 
message, speaking briefly, but very ef- 
fectively on our obligations as Christ 
Ambassadors. A colored vocal quartet 
from the hospital rendered two num- 
bers. Then Evangelist C. M. Ward 
brought a rousing message. 

The Sunday morning communion 
service was well attended and will hold 
a special place in our memories. The — 
District Superintendent, R. J. Thur- 
mond, spoke for this service and brought 
a fine message. This was a time of real 
melting and heart searching before the 
Lord. 

The Santa Cruz Ministerial Union 
was represented in the afternoon service 
by Reverend Doran who brought words 
of greeting and a short but challenging 
message on the subject of Ambassadors 
for Christ. Evangelist Ward brought 
the message for this service and for the 
evening service which concluded a glor- 
ious time for all who attended. A great 
number raised their hands for prayer in 
this service, and many more made their 
way to the front at the close of the 
service. Only eternity will tell the bene- 
fits, conversions, and blessings of these 
three days of convention. 


Two incidents among my own young 
people who attended might be worth 
repeating. I overheard a C.A. president 
who was quite worried about the gas- 
oline situation, say that was worth 
every bit of extra gasoline that it took 
to go, even if it meant sacrificing for 
a little while now. 

The mother of another C.A. who at- 
tended the convention, asked the young 
lady if she enjoyed the scenery on the 
way to convention the best. She an- 
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Another Year 


Another year is dawning! 
Dear Master, let it be, 
In working or in waiting, 


Another year with Thee. 


Another year of leaning 
Upon Thy loving breast, 
Of ever-deepening trustfulness, 


Of quiet, happy rest. 


Another year of mercies, 

Of faithfulness and grace; 
Another year of gladness 

In the shining of Thy face. 


Another year of progress, 
Another year of praise; 

Another year of proving 
Thy presence all the days. 


Another year of service, 
Of witness of Thy love; 

Another year of training 
For holier work above. 


Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be, 
On earth, or else in heaven, 
Another year for Thee! 
.—F. R. Havergal. 


Make It Better 
An old painter of Siena, after stand- 
ing for a long time in silent meditation 
before his canvas, turned away, saying, 


“May God forgive me that I did not do it 


better!” Let this prayer also be on our. 


lips as with a glance backward we step 
out upon the threshold of a new year. 

“If prayer does not drive sin out 
of your life, sin will drive prayer out of 
your life.” 

Prayer without faith is but a husk: 
with faith it contains the seed of a 
million harvests. 


ee 


swered without hesitation, “why, the 
spiritual side of course.” 

Our Heavenly Father certainly graced 
Santa Cruz with many splendors of 
nature that caused us to gasp with de- 
light, but this did not supercede the 
spiritual beauty of conversions and con- 
secrations that we are sure were numer- 
ous at this best of all conventions. 

—Froyvp THOMAS. 
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Three months of school have come 
and gone, and approximately one hun- 
dred students have sat under the teach- 
ing of capable faculty members and dis- 
covered wonderful new truths out of 
the Word of God. Paul's epistles, the 
Gospels, the doctrines of the Bible have 
all become a part of the lives of the 
students. Their views have been broad- 
ened and interests deepened by drinking 
in what is presented to them. 

Have you ever considered coming to 
Glad Tidings Bible Institute to learn 
more of the Bible? Have you ever 
stopped to consider whether or not the 
Lord has a new field to open to you? 
“The harvest truly is great, but the 
laborers are few.” What are you doing 
about it? The Lord wants our lives to 
be empty, earthen vessels in His hands 
that He may use for His service. If we 
are content where we are and in what 
we are doing and don’t stop to consider 
the Lord’s perfect will for our lives, He 
will never have a chance to reveal it 
unto us. 


There are young people who will be 
graduating from high school early in 
February who don’t know where to go 
or what to do. There are others who 
are still undecided as to their future. 
I wonder if these have given the Lord 
a chance to call them into His ministry? 
The Lord does not want us all to be 
preachers, but there is the ministry of 
personal evangelism, of singing, of 
teaching Sunday School, and various 
other branches which are essential to 


the work of the Lord. They take study 


Dororuy THurmMonp, Junior Editor 
Barspara Muixpon, Freshman Editor 


This group is ready to serve 
in the dining room of the 
Institute. 


and practice before one can do them to 
the best of his ability. 

Glad Tidings Bible Institute has many 
opportunities to afford to the youth of 
today. It is not merely a school where 
one gets a lot of head knowledge, but 
heart knowledge also. Then, too, one 
learns to live congenially with other 
young people. For some it is a bit 
difficult to get accustomed, but it is a 
time which will long be remembered 
and not regretted. 

Pray about it young persons; give the 
Lord a chance to work in your life. To 
whatever He has for you be willing to 
say, “Amen, Lord, not my will, but 
Thine be done.” 

Write for a free catalog today. Feb- 
ruary 15 opens a new semester, regis- 
tration day being the 12th. We shall 
look forward to seeing you. DOA 


“Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old he will 
not depart from it 

“The youth of today is the nation of 
tomorrow.” 

Through the earnest work and en- 
deavor on the part of Sister Walker 
and Sister Henke many of the students 
and Temple members have recently 
been inspired and have caught the vis- 
ion of the importance of winning chil- 
dren for Christ. Already 17 classes 
have been started, which is a good be- 
ginning considering that this work is in 
its infancy. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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sunday School News 


MRS. BERNICE MAST, District Sunday School Representative 
Morgan Hill, California 


‘Salvage for 1944!” 


Sunday School friends, we are living 
in the day of salvage. If we have never 
learned before, we are learning now to 
save. Things that one time were wasted 
or thrown away without a thought, now 
are being protected and kept to be put 
into further service. ‘Tin cans, waste 
fats, old rubber, and scrap metals—tooth 
paste and shaving cream tubes, salvaged 
to help win a war! Strange days these 
are—but very real! 

It was along the line of salvage that 
I was thinking recently when I was 
gleaning a few English walnuts. The 
season for harvesting walnuts is over. 
The big huller that takes off the green 
hulls of the nuts is silent for another 
year. But even so, every year before the 
heavy rains set in, we glean in the wal- 
nut orchards to save the good walnuts 
hidden in the leaves or those that clung 
in the branches until too late for the 
regular harvest. 

My walnut bucket was almost full 
when I found myself comparing the 
natural with the spiritual. 

I wonder if our Sunday School teach- 
ers and workers realize, I thought, how 
many souls there really are to be sal- 
vaged in these last days. Souls, like these 
walnuts, hidden away here and there 
over our communities, that are lost un- 
less someone gleans them for God. 

Yes, these are the days of salvage, the 
season of gleanings. Just a little while 
ago we gathered the nuts by the truck 
load .. . Just a while ago we won souls 
by the hundreds; but now we can almost 
hear the cry, “the harvest is passed, sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not saved.” 

Are these nuts any the less valuable 
because they were missed by the har- 
vesters? No, they are a bit more stained 
by the weather but still of real value. 

Are the souls about us that apparent- 
ly God is expecting us to glean and sal- 
vage for Him of any less value in these 
last days? No, by far no! For Christ 
died for them all in spite of the fact that 
the evils of the day are fast leaving their 
marks upon them. 

Gleaning is much more tedious than 
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is harvesting. It takes much more “stick- 
to-it-iveness” than does harvesting, but 
it symbolizes the brave effort to save 
from the full destruction of the on-com- 
ing storms of the winter. 

This is January of 1944. Looking back 
I feel a dull ache of dissatisfaction, a dis- 
satisfied feeling toward the lack of ac- 
complishments in 1943. God helping 
me, my desire is to work harder and pray 
more this year; to follow closer the 
Master that promised, “Follow me, and 
I will make you to become fishers of 
men. 

I can almost hear you add your amen 
to my resolution .. . 

It seems that as individual laborers 
we might liken ourselves to Ruth and 
Orpah of Bible days. There was a time 
when they faced a serious decision . . . 
“Shall we go on, or shall we go back?” 
—‘“Shall we follow Naomi? The Naomi 
of labor, sacrifice and success; the Naomi 
of God’s will for soul winners; the 
Naomi of God’s call and God’s leading? 
Or shall we go back? Naomi signifies 
progress just as our Sunday School sys- 
tem signifies progress. Either we will go 
ahead or we will go back! 

Some will be Orpahs this January as 
they take inventory of the cost, but many 
will take their stand with Ruth, God 
helping them. 

“Intreat me not to leave thee or to 
depart from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest I will go: and where 
thou lodgest I will lodge, thy people will 
be my people and thy God, my God. . . 
the Lord do so to me and more also, if 
ought but death part thee and me.” 
CRuth 1:16, 17). 

Good for you, Ruth! . . . But wait, 
the decision is not all there is to it. The 
path that lies ahead of you is not going 
to be easy, for you are not to be a “har- 
vester” but a “gleaner.” Only a gleaner? 
Yes, but the promise of God is to the 
faithful! 


Only a gleaner . . . here a little, and 
there a little . . . here a soul and there 
one. It’s hot and you are tired and 
people are careless and sin is so subtle— 
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DOYS ND GThLS 


Dear Boys and Girls: 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus our 
great Friend, and a very Happy New 
Year to everyone of you! 

You boys and girls have added one 
more year’s experience to your lives, and 
here we are facing 1944. It’s like open- 
ing a new door to a new room; a room 
we know nothing about; a room full of 
new and interesting things; a room that 
may hold heartache and trouble fox 
some of us; serious temptations for others. 
Day by day we will explore this room 
of 1944. We will work there, play 
there, meet new friends there. Then 
on next December 31, we will go out and 
close the door, and we will never return 
again. But even though we close the 
door, the things that we did there, or 
didn’t do there—things we experienced 
there will affect our lives forever. 

Well, it is for this reason then that I 
take this opportunity to suggest that you 
enter the door of 1944 prayerfully. Be 
sure that Jesus is your guide and com- 
panion all of the way. Then and only 
then can we be sure that you will come 
out again a happier boy or girl. 

A schoolboy once received some ad- 
vice from an old gray-haired friend. It 
was similar to that I have just given 
you. He added, however, that it would 
be wise for the boy to read his Bible 
every day; which is an especially good 
idea for all of us. 

The boy thought a moment and then 
said, “I would .. . but the Bible is so 
strict and old fashioned. There are so 
many books these days that are good 
enough to live by and do not bind me 
down as the Bible does.” 

The old man turned to his desk and 
took out two rulers, one of which was 
slightly bent. With each of these he 
ruled a line, and silently handed the 
ruled paper to the boy. 

“Well,” said the lad, “what do you 
mean?” 

“One line is straight and true, is it 
not? Now my young friend, when you 
mark your path in life, do not use a 
crooked ruler, for you are sure to leave 
a crooked record.” 

May God help you to pattern your 
lives after His Word in 1944. 

Your Sister Mast. 
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It’s Coming 

“It’s coming, boys, 
It’s almost here; 
It’s coming, girls, 
The grand New Year! 
A year to be glad in, 
Not to be bad in, 
A year to live in, 
To gain and give in; 
A year for trying, 
And not for sighing; 
A year for striving, 
And hearty thriving; 
A bright new year, 
O! hold it dear, 
For God, who sendeth, 
He only lendeth.” 


Salvage 
(Continued from page 12) 
but you keep right on gleaning, glean- 
ing: 

Teacher “Ruth,” your task isn’t easy, 
but the gleanings are precious, and the 
field is the field of Boaz. He’s watch- 
ing you. He notices your faithfulness— 
and you will be rewarded! 

Some day you will sing anew, “It was 
worth it all.” 

So until we see Him as our heavenly 
Bridegroom, gleaning is our opportunity 
and our responsibility for 1944. 

May God grant your Sunday School 
success for this New Year or until He 
comes. 


G.T.B.I. 
(Continued from page 11) 

These classes are held in homes 

throughout the city and convene in the 
afternoons. Those students who work 
during the week take their classes on 
Saturday afternoons. However, _ this 
afternoon seems to be the most difficult 
as most of the children spend their time 
in the theaters. 
One of these classes is exceptionally 
_ special in that it is composed entirely of 
colored children. Two of the stu- 
_ dents particularly interested in the work 
among the negroes requested this class 
and have been blessed to see it grow. It 
_ would truly inspire anyone to see their 
shining little faces and listen to them 
- sing. 

The classes begin with prayer, and 
then the children sing lustily. They 
_ sing some of their favorite songs over 
and over, and the words are implanted 
in their hearts and become real to them. 
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Alumni Echaes 


From one of our Alumni members, 
Miles Newman, we received a copy of 
the Hebrew Evangel in which was an 
article by our brother entitled “From the 
Synagogue to Jesus” which we quote 
herewith :— 

“IT was born in a Jewish home and re- 
joiced in the Jewish tradition. My par- 
ents passed away when my brothers were 
very young, and we were taken into a 
Jewish Children’s home in San Fran- 
cisco, California, where I lived for 10 
years in the company of 150 to 200 other 
children. God answered many of my 
prayers but I desired to know Him more 
than as a mere convenience. I longed 


Every week they are taught a new 
Scripture and it is surprising as well as 
gratifying to hear them recite all the 
Scriptures that they have learned. ‘There 
is generally a flannel board lesson some- 
times coupled with an object lesson. 

If this work has not been established 
in your community please pray definitely 
about the matter, and God will lay it on 
your hearts and open the way. ‘The im- 
portance of this work can not be stressed 
enough. 

All can participate in this program. 
Even if you feel you are not capable of 
teaching a class, you can assist greatly 
by offering your home as a classroom. 

Authorities tell us that child de- 
linquency has increased and this is the 
only sure way of curbing the number 
of ungodly men and women of to- 
mrorow. Your prayers for the students 
and teachers engaged in this child evan- 


gelism will be appreciated. 
Barbara Mildon. 


Current Signs 
(Continued from page 2) 
would call religious, and who certainly 
is not a church-goer—challenged him 
with the question, ‘Have you been on 
“ops” yet?’ COps’ means active service 
in the air against the enemy.) ‘No, I 
haven’t, said the other. ‘I thought not,’ 
said the challenger. ‘If you’d ever been 
on “ops” I bet you'd have said your 
prayers.’ And every man in the room 
who had been on ‘ops’ heartily sup- 
ported him. Every one admitted that 
he had prayed to God when he flew 


out to a possible sudden death.” 


Wn. Weinman, Secertary 


for deliverance and forgiveness of sin, 
knowing that the law of Moses could not 
save, but rather condemned me. Des- 
peration led me to attempt suicide on 
two occasions, but God was my great 
Deliverer. For two years I was employed 
in a firm where I observed the life of an 
elderly Christian man. I unburdened 
my heart to him, and he told me that 
Jesus was the Messiah, the fulfillment of: 
my own Jewish Scriptures. He referred 
to Old ‘Testament Scriptures regarding 
the coming of the Messiah, and intel- 
lectually, I accepted this. 

“I was invited to ‘the temple’ but 
when I arrived there I discovered it was 
Glad Tidings Temple. That night I ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus as my own Saviour 
and had the assurance of forgiveness of 
sin. My life was placed upon the altar, 
and joy filled my soul as I obeyed the 
Lord in the waters of baptism. Two 
weeks later I received the most won- 
derful experience of the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. Then I was able to testify 
of my new-found Saviour to my brothers 
and loved ones. 

“Persecution followed, but God’s 
grace was sufficient. I attended Glad 
Tidings Bible Institute and graduated 
in the spring cf 1943. In the providence 
of God I now find myself working 
among my own Jewish people in Chi- 
cago with Brother Alexander Marks, 
who is consecrated to the work. I have 
learned many precious lessons, and am 
appreciating and sympathizing with our 
Jewish refugees in their struggles and 
sorrow. Their pathetic stories of past 
atrocities have constrained me to hold 
forth to them the Word of Life. The 
Bible classes attended by the refugees 
are very interesting, and they seem to 
listen well to the gospel.” 

Miles Newman joined the Assem- 
blies of God Hebrew Mission in October 
of this year. 


It is with sadness that we announce 
the “home going” of one of our Alumni 
members, Mrs. Helen Dunn Patzer on 
October 26, 1943, at Patterson, Cali- 
fornia. Sister Patzer is a sister to Gert- 
rude Buller, also a member of G.T.B.I. 
Alumni Association, and we extend to 
her as well as the family of Helen Pat- 
zer our heartfelt sympathy. 
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Studies in Daniel 
(Continued from page 6) 
pare with Luke 1:30-33 and Revelation 
AS EN Res 

Mark the fact that in the image, as 
one has said, “there is deterioration in 
fineness, but increase in strength.” ‘This 
increase in strength, however, does not 
continue; in the feet iron, representing 
monarchy, and clay, representing de- 
mocracy, exist side by side; and these 
two elements are incapable of amalga- 
mation. Side by side they exist today, as 
the period of Gentile world dominion is 
drawing to a close, and side by side they 
will exist until the end. Neither will 
succeed in displacing the other, but the 
theocracy that will be established when 
our Lord shall come will displace both. 

It is comforting to know that we are 
living in the days when the time of the 
end is approaching. We should be look- 
ing for the coming of the Lord every 
day. He will come and catch His wait- 
ing saints away; the marriage supper will 
take place somewhere in the glory; the 
storm of the tribulation will rage down 
here on the earth; the end of the tribula- 
tion period will come; the Rider on the 
White Horse will appear, accompanied 
by the armies of heaven; the battle of 
Armageddon will be fought; the hosts 
of evil marshalled against the Lord will 
be overthrown; the beast and the false 
prophet will be taken; and then will be 
set up that kingdom that will bring in 
the reign of righteousness and peace. 
There will be no permanent peace in 
the earth—there can be none—until the 
Prince of Peace shall come. Come, Lord 
Jesus, come quickly! 

The chapter is concluded with a rec- 
ord of the promotion of Daniel by the 
king, and of the request which Daniel 
made on behalf of his three companions, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
whom the king set, in accordance with 
the request, “over the affairs of the pro- 
vince of Babylon.” Thus we see the 
stage set for the record of the events nar- 
rated in the next chapter. 


Can You? 

“That is beautiful,” exclaimed the 
heathen when the missionary had fin- 
ished telling what the Christian life 
meant; “can you do it?” ‘That question 
may well be written over many a set of 
New Year’s resolutions.—S.S. Times. 
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Superintendent’s Report 


(Continued from page 9) 


Reno, Nevada, and on over to Winne- 
mucca with Brother Savidge. After 
that was in a service in Merced with 
Pastor J. Schmidt and members on Sun- 
day morning, and to a California Church 
Council meeting in the Presbyterian 
Church there in the afternoon. Then to 
the El Cerrito Tabernacle dedication on 
Monday; meeting with War Production 
Board over Klamath Church building 
appeal, and other meetings with O.P.A.; 
San Leandro church affiliation; visit 
to the new work in Sausalito where 
Cecil Robeck is pastor; Vallejo Chabot 
Terrace church dedication; and a visit 
with Brother and Sister Gapen in Con- 
cord. This has made up a busy month of 
activity since the last report. 


Space does not permit detail for all, 
but good fellowship and the blessings 
of prayer and worship were enjoyed with 
churches, pastors, and workers. On the 
Nevada trip we stopped at Lovelock and 
found Brother and Sister Bert Syverson 
rejoicing and believing God for a real 
growth in membership. And at Winne- 
mucca we found Sister Louella Nathan 
willing to stay on until we could find a 
couple to take over. Items have been 
put in “Here and There” of affiliations, 
dedications, fellowship meetings, etc.; 
so [’ll not duplicate too much. 


By the time this issue reaches you 
Christmas, New Year's Watch Night 
services, and a national day of prayer 
will have come and gone, and [ trust 
this will have been an enjoyable holiday 
season, and the day of prayer observed 
on behalf of our nation, our armed 
forces, and Christ’s coming kingdom. 


Circumstances have changed our 
plans for the Midwinter Convention 
from San Francisco to Sacramento due 
to the war conditions as all available 
hotel accommodations in San Francisco 
are taken; but assurance is given us by 
the Sacramento Chamber of Commerce 
that we can be accommodated there. 


Pray for this coming convention. May 
the Lord make it the best we have ever 
had as we enlarge our missionary and 
evangelistic vision. 

May His grace and peace be your por- 
tion throughout the new year. 

In His dear name, 

R. J. TaHurmonp. 


Personal Mention 

Chaplain DONALD LEHMANN, 
former pastor of the East Palo Alto 
church, is enjoying his work in the ar- 
my. He is gratified with the good re- 
sponse to the ministry of the crew of 
the Haven of Rest program as they re- 
cently ministered to a large crowd of 
service men. Many as a result have made 
a decision for Christ on the strength of 
their testimony. 

WM. F. KIRKPATRICK has recent- 
ly had a trip to the southern part of the 
state in which he ministered in many 
of the churches. Among other things 
he writes: “I visited in the Southern 
California Bible College with friends. 
... left for Torrance where I preached 
for the Assembly of God Church. . . . 
I was down there just six nights and I 
preached and spoke and played in nine 
services. . . broadcast twice over the 
radio, and met some very fine people. 
... | was in two service clubs where we 
spoke to the soldiers, played in band at 
Angelus Temple, was invited to speak 
and play at Bethel Temple in Los An- 
geles, preached for Rev. Billie Black in 
Van Nuys, played and spoke twice at 
church in Long Beach; preached for 
Reverend Lynd in his beautiful church 
in Lomita, and just had a wonderful 
time!” 

Sister INEZ KREISS, who has been 
in India for several years, and has re- 
cently returned to this country, is now 
at her home at 5615 Dover Street, Oak- 


land, California. 


New Arrival 
Brother and Sister Leif Erickson of 
Fairfield, California, welcomed the ar- 
rival of little Sherrill Iris LuErla on 
November 15. 


So You ‘Don’t Have Time to Read 
The Bible?” 

It is rather common knowledge that 
the great British leaders, General Bob- 
bie and General Montgomery, are men 
of prayer who take time to read from the 
Bible every day. 

But they are not the only ones. One 
of many others is General Douglas Mac 
Arthur, concerning whom an article in 
Newsweek for July 5, 1943, said “. . . 
His faith is lifelong, as is his habit of 
reading A CHAPTER OF THE BIBLE 
EVERY NIGH -NO. (MAg ae 
HOW») TOUGH. HIS: -DAYseris4 
BEEN.” 
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Prolonging 
(Continued from page 5) 

Everywhere the heart of man cries 

out for help! 
(3) Our government is still making 

_ it possible by scores and scores of means 
_ to propagate the gospel message. 
_ I wonder sometimes just how much 
we realize the very great extent to 
Phich this nation goes to make it poss- 
ible for the Church to keep on witness- 
ing. It is time that we do realize this! 
Hundreds of gospel radio broadcasts 
fill the American air-lanes every week. 
Lots of stations have anywhere from ten 
to fifteen religious broadcasts every 
Sunday alone. Billboards carry the mess- 
age of Christ. Newspapers carry a por- 
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tion of Scripture each day on their edi- 
torial pages. Privileges, discounts and 
tax-exemptions are extended gladly to 
the clergy and the Church. Cities place 
their auditoriums at the disposal of great 
religious gatherings. Bibles appear in 
the hotel rooms of the nation. Mission- 
aries are still given passports wherever 
possible. The armed forces are open to 
spiritual and evangelistic chaplains. ‘The 
Selective Service Act shows every con- 
sideration for the work of the Church 
and its ministry. We can’t say that 
America doesn’t want this day of mercy 
land salvation to continue. Sometimes I 
think that the world is more interested 
in the Church than the Church is inter- 
ested in the world. 

(4) History encoureges us to believe 
that God fights “darkness” with “re- 
vival.” ° 
During the eighteenth century the 

world in general and England in parti- 
‘cular, was in a state of anarchy against 
'God and the Church. The Church at 
that time was spiritually dead, living on 
form and ceremony. The masses of the 
people were utterly godless. Gambling, 
debauchery, and all kinds of iniquity 
were rife in the world. 

Then God sent His Holy Spirit down 
jupon two Oxford scholars, who were 
‘two of the most religious and cultured 
young men in England, not only being 
clergymen of the Church of England, 
but sons of a clergyman, born in the 
rectory of Epworth in Lincolnshire. 

John Wesley wrote in his own jour- 
fal. — 

“After spending nearly two and a 
half years in America as a missionary 
trying to convert the heathen, what do 
I find? I am trying to convert others 
! 
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when I am not converted myself. I know 
what I am talking about. I am perfect- 
ly sane. I am stating this for the sake of 
those who are in a like condition as my- 
self.” 

That stirred the church. Wesley 
preached Jesus—able to save to the 
uttermost all who would repent and be- 
lieve and that they would receive the 
witness of the Spirit that they were 
born of God. 

Lecky, the great historian declares: — 

“The Wesleys’ revival saved England 
from another French Revolution.” 

Over and over again that is the en- 
couraging story of history. 

The big problem is not with the 
world but with the Church! These are 
not days of judgment! Not yet! We sin 
against the souls of men when we as- 
sume that they are and act that way. 
These are days when “the door of the 
ark is still open” when Matthew 11:28 
is still in the Book! 


God is still in the saving business! 
It is still DAYTIME! 


And until God closes the door, let us 
not close it—even by implication in our 
preaching. 

Many say to me: “But, look Brother 
Ward, we're heading toward Armaged- 
don,” and they have become so “Arma- 
geddon-conscious” that they are no long- 
er “Calvary-conscious.” The biggest bat- 
tle has already been fought. If we ever 
lose sight of that fact we are licked no 
matter how much doctrine we know. 
It's Calvary that counts! Evil at its 
strongest is a broken power. Calvary was 
the darkest hour in all the world’s mad 
history. Had Jesus not come forth from 
the tomb alive again—notice would have 
been served on mankind that evil is the 
final force to be reckoned with in the 
universe, that the powers of darkness 
determine human destiny, that we are 
caught in the clutch of demons from 
which there is no escape. 

Matthew 28:1-2 is the answer to all 
of that. 


“In the end of the sabbath, as it be- 
gan to dawn toward the first day of the 
week . . . behold, there was a great 
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone .. . and_ sat 
upon it.” 

The power to save a soul doesn’t lie 
in the forward look toward Armageddon 


but the backward look toward Calvary. 
Wait until you hear from God before 


you give up your hope for the world. 
God has the final word. 


(5) God is giving us another chance. 
Our blunders have brought about a 
second world war within the genera- 
tion. 
Politicians are to have a second chance 
to win the peace and the Church is to 
have the second chance to meet the cry: 
“Sirs, we would see Jesus.” | 

Millions of men and women are fight- 
ing for an America that includes a 
church. It’s their dream... their vision | 

. something that is sacred, that is in 
their heart and helps them to keep on: 
going when that going gets tough. Let. 
us then see to it that they have a church 
to come back to. We sabotage that 
wealth of hope of theirs when we ne- 
glect the prayer-service, let the pursuit of 
gold blackout our fellowship with God, 
and destroy the value of the church by 
our neglect and unconcern. We failed 
them once—now God is giving us a sec- 
ond chance. 

When armistice was declared, thou- 
sands of boys returned steadied and 
deeply impressed. These boys were ready 
to be taken to church to thank God for 
their deliverance, and ready to rededi- 
cate their lives to serve Him. Instead, 
those they found at home swirled the 
boys off to the maddening whirl of the 
world’s glitter. They misunderstood the 
boy’s somber mood. They thought that 
the boys wanted to drown their awful 
memories in what the world had to offer. 

Oh, the tragedy of that great mis- 
understanding! As a result, the boys 
were stunned and disgusted. 

God is looking for strong leaders of 
His people who will “declare for the 
day.” It will take faith to keep the 
night back and the enemies of decency 
and kindness and freedom and intelli- 
gence from triumphing. BUT THAT 
IS OUR, JOB... “LET? US*PROLONG 
THE DAY! 


Literature Trend 

James O. Sowell declares in World's 
Call, that fifty years ago 70% of the con- 
tents of the First Readers which were 
put into the hands of children, had to 
do with religion. Today the books used 
for the same group devote only 3% of 
their space to religion and morals. 
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Midwinter 


MISSIONARY CONVENTION 


JANUARY 25 to 28,1944 / 
Opening Rally, Monday Evening, January 24 


BETHEL TEMPLE 


21st and W Streets —— Sacramento, California 


9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 


Ministers’ Round Table Conference with devotional opening service. 
10:00 a.m. Morning Services 
2:30 p.m. Afternoon Services 


7:30 p.m. Evening Services 
It is expected that Rev. Noel Perkin, Foreign Missionary Secretary, from 
Springfield, Mo., will be with us Tuesday morning and afternoon. 


Wednesday morning—Pastor Max Freimark 
Thursday morning—M. T. Draper 


Friday morning—Program will be in charge of Sister Bernice Mast and 
Sunday School work. 


The afternoon services will be entirely missionary with visiting missionary 


speakers. 
Rev. Howard C. Osgood 
Berkeley, Calif. Thursday afternoon will be in charge of the Women’s Missionary Council 
Returned Missionary from and a Home Missions program. 


Southwest China 
Thursday evening—preliminaries will be in charge of G.T.B.I. 
We are fortunate to have Brother 
Osgood for the evening missionary Friday evening—Great C.A. service with preliminaries in charge of C.A. 


speaker. He has a stirring message President, Robert Carrington. 
that you won’t want to miss. 


Pastor W. T. Gaston and Members of Bethel Temple Extend a Cordial Welcome to All 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
M. H. Luce HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 


A sete will be available as the Convention Bureau is co-operating with us. Write Pastor 
Bo er Se: id W. T. Gaston, 2024 W Street, Sacramento, for accommodations. Home and Foreign 


O. L. Ellenwood missionaries will be provided for as far as possible, others can go to hotels. 
D. H. Cooksey 


J. Krimmer 


COME COME COME 
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